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Secretary Hay was in hearty accord with every step of
the President's course and joined with Mm in resenting and
refuting the charge of " conspiracy." Writing to James
Ford Khodes, the historian, on December 8, 1903, the Sec-
retary said:

"It is hard for me to understand how any one can crit-
icize our action in Panama on the grounds upon which, it
is ordinarily attacked. The matter came to ns with amaz-
ing celerity. We had to decide on the instant whether we
would take possession of the ends of the railroad and keep
the traffic clear, or whether we would stand back and let
those gentlemen cut each other's throats for an indefinite
time, and destroy whatever remnant of our property and in-
terests we had there. I had no hesitation as to the proper
course to take, and have had no doubt of the propriety of
it since/'

To General Reyes, the accredited representative of the

Colombian Government, who, in a statement of grievances
that he had sent to Secretary Hay, had spoken of " gross
imputations upon the conduct and motives of the American
Government" as having "appeared in reputable American
newspapers," the Secretary replied:

**The press in this country is entirely free, and as a nec-
essary consequence represents substantially every phase of
human activity, interest and disposition. Not only is the
course of the Government in all matters subject to daily
comment, but the motives of public men are as freely dis-
cussed as their acts; and if, as sometimes happens, criti-
cism proceeds to tie point of calumny, the evil is left to
work its own cure. Diplomatic representatives, however,
are not supposed to seel in such sources material for ar-
guments, much less for grave accusations. Any charge
that this Government, or any responsible member of it,
held intercourse, whether official or unofficial, with agents
of revolution in Colombia, is utterly without justification.

^Equally so is the insinuation that any action of this
Government^ prior to the revolution in Panama, was the